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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Lesley Morrison, on behalf of Medact Scotland. 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The general principles apply but Scotland's situation, with huge potential for renewable 
energy, a smaller population and one better represented by its government, mean that 
sustainable development is more achievable here. 

My professional background is as a GP and the health service in Scotland has suffered less 
from underfunding and underresourcing than that in England. As a huge consumer of energy 
and producer of waste, it is vital that sustainability is promoted within the health service. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Lack of understanding and promotion that a green recovery is good for the economy, good 
for jobs and good for health. Health and sustainability should be at the core of all future 
planning and development. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

More smart technology. The covid epidemic has shown that appropriate, smart use of 
technology for outpatient follow up, some consultations, education and admin saves time and 
money. The health professional/patient relationship should never be sacrificed to save money 
or time but there is great potential in making sue of the lessons learned from the covid crisis 
for the climate crisis. 

Better buildings and infrastructure with more attention paid to energy efficiiency. 

Smarter, and less, travel with cycling promoted and journeys rationalised. The days of people 
travelling long distances, especially by air, to attend routine meetings should be over. 

Better local food....hospital patients' recovery times improve with better nutrition and sources 
of good local food should be explored. Healthier patients, fewer food miles. 

General response 

Health and sustainability should be at the heart of all future planning. 

Lessons learned for covid, in terms of use of appropriate technology, staff wellbeing and the 
fact that the most vulnerable suffer most, need to be applied. 

Covid exposed the huge health and social inequalities in our system and these need to be 
central to planning and prevention. 

Jobs and work are essential to physical, mental, emotional and social health and a green 
recovery is good for jobs and good for health. 

Medact is an organisation of health professionals working for a better, fairer, safer world and 
educating that social and climate justice is fundamental to societal wellbeing. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/

